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to follow him through all these wanderings. It is
true that, in each dialogue and poem, we have the
account of the place at which it was spoken, and of
the occasion which gave rise to it. But it is difficult
to trace any chronological sequence, as the principal
thing in the minds of the narrators has always been,
not the time at which any word was spoken, but the
portion of truth which it revealed.

We know that he returned eventually to his home,
and very affecting is the account of his interview
with his father, his wife, and his only son. And
there are a number of other episodes which are both
interesting in themselves as stories, and as throwing
light upon the character of the Buddha. I have
given in my Manual a statement of the most im-
portant of these episodes for the first twenty years of
his career as a teacher. But I can here only deal
with the more general features.

Now there is a very interesting picture in Buddha-
ghosa's commentary on the first of the Dialogues of
Gotama, of the manner in which Gotama was wont,
under ordinary circumstances, to spend each day.
As this has never been translated, it may interest
you to hear it. It runs as follows:

" For the Blessed One used to rise up early (i. e.
about 5 A.M.), and, out of consideration for his per-
sonal attendant, was wont to wash and dress himself,